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(54) Method and apparatus for locally measuring flow parameters of a multiphase fluid 

(57) The invention relates to a method tor produc- 
ing, in a hydrocarbon well, a signal indicative of a local 
flow parameter of a multiphase fluid, comprising the 
steps of placing at least one local sensor in the fluid and 
producing a signal whose level is characteristic of the 
phase in which said sensor is immersed, said signal be- l2 
ing generated at a spike whose radius of curvature is 
less than 1 00 microns. The invention is applicable to de- ( 
termining hold-ups of different phases of the fluid. 
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Description 

The invention relates to studying the flow parame- 
ters of a multiphase fluid, in particular a fluid produced 
in a hydrocarbon well. More particularly, the invention 
relates to a method and to apparatus for measuring the 
static proportion or "hold-up" associated with each 
phase in a hydrocarbon well. 

Static proportion or "hold-up" is defined as being the 
volume occupied by one particular phase in a given vol- 
ume of the well as defined between two right sections. 

Fluids coming from a hydrocarbon well are usually 
multiphase fluids, comprising mixtures of brine and oil, 
where the term "oil" is applied herein to all hydrocar- 
bons, in particular of the petroleum type. Typically, water 
forms a continuous phase while oil is dispersed in the 
form of bubbles or droplets, with the number and size 
thereof increasing with increasing oil hold-up, which 
bubbles or droplets may possibly coalesce ; at present, 
the worldwide average for production from a well is 
about 15% oil to 85% water. If the oil content is high, 
then the system is inverted and it is oil that constitutes 
the continuous phase. 

Analysis of the production from a well, e.g. to deter- 
mine the hydrocarbon flow rate profile as a function of 
depth, relies in particular on knowledge of the respective 
proportions of the various phases present. A more par- 
ticular aspect of such analysis is localizing so-called 
"productive" zones that contain, at least some hydrocar- 
bons, and zones that are completely unproductive, that 
contain water only, and which it may be appropriate to 
isolate in order to limit inflow of water. Particularly for a 
weir providing marginal production, it is desirable for 
such localization to be highly accurate. Furthermore, in- 
flows of oil and of water must be capable of being quan- 
tified in reliable manner, even if the oil content is very 
low, e.g. less than 5%, 

To determine the proportions of water and of oil, it 
is known, e.g. from French patent 1 467 151, to use a 
gradiomanometer, a device which measures pressure 
gradient over a given height, which gradient may be con- 
sidered as being a function solely of the difference in 
level between the two measurement points and of the 
apparent density of the fluid. Given the respective den- 
sities of the various phases, it is then possible to calcu- 
late the various proportions thereof. 

By definition, that type of measurement assumes 
that the density of the aqueous phase is known accu- 
rately. Thus, to measure an oil content of 5%, the ac- 
ceptable error on the value estimated for the density of 
the aqueous phase must be less than 0.01 grams per 
cubic centimeter (g/cc). Unfortunately, the salinity of the 
waters encountered varies over a very wide range. Al- 
though it is indeed possible to perform a calibration 
measurement by placing the gradiomanometer in a 
zone where the oil content is nil, e.g. at the bottom of 
the well, that nevertheless assumes that the calibration 
water is the same as the water that flows into the well, 



and that is not always true given the various kinds of 
"pollution" that can stem from stagnant drilling muds or 
from inflows of water having different degrees of salinity. 
For want of good calibration, oil inflows are not located 
s with the desired accuracy. 

Further, it is known that measurements by a gradi- 
omanometer are affected whenever production flow 
rates are very high (friction effects) or whenever flows 
are not steady (constrictions). Finally, given the principle 
io on which it operates, it is clear that a gradiomanometer 
is not suitable for performing measurements in wells that 
are highly deviated or horizontal. 

Determining hoid-up can also be performed by 
sampling, e.g. by measuring the variation in the capac- 
15 jtance of a capacitor placed in the flow or by irradiation 
using photons. However that suffers from the same 
drawback as a gradiomanometer: the values for water 
and for oil must be known accurately. 

Another approach consists in taking measurements 
20 by means of local sensors that produce signals having 
different levels depending on which phase is in contact 
with the sensor. US Patent 3 792 347 (Hawley) thus pro- 
poses an electrical type measurement by measuring re- 
sistivity. Proposals have also been made to perform op- 
25 timal type measurement by refracting a light ray at the 
end of an optical fiber or radiof requency type measure- 
ment by measuring dielectric constant (German patent 
application 2 558 5588, French patent applications 2 637 
089, 2 645 901 , or 2 675 202). 
30 The term "local" is validly applied to a measurement 
only if the zone of fluid being analyzed at a given instant 
by a local sensor is small relative to the objects being 
measured, in this case bubbles dispersed in the contin- 
uous phase. In addition, the response of the sensor in 
35 a given phase must be stable, and ideally independent 
of parameters such as chemical composition of the 
measured phase (e.g. salt content), temperature of the 
fluid, flow rate of the fluid, etc. , for example. This implies, 
in particular, considerable contrast between the result- 
40 ing signals. In addition, the disturbance made to the flow 
by the presence of the sensor must be as small as pos- 
sible. 

If such ideal conditions are in fact achieved, then 
the hold-up value of a given phase in the stream of fluid 

45 passing the probe is quite simply equal to the ratio be- 
tween the sum of the time periods during which said 
phase has been detected by the probe divided by the 
total duration of the measurement 

Although highly attractive in theory, that approach 

50 nevertheless suffers from a major difficulty, namely that 
of performing a measurement by contact while not dis- 
turbing the fluid flow. To operate properly, the probe 
must penetrate into a bubble of oil without deflecting it 
or deforming it, and in addition the "active" portion of the 

55 probe must retain no trace of the bubble of oil once it 
has moved on downstream from the probe. 

In fact, experiments performed using probes known 
in the art have turned out to be unsatisfactory, in partic- 
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ular because of the poor reliability of the probes and also 
because of insufficient accuracy, generally with oil con- 
tents being overestimated. Far from satisfying the the- 
oretically expected binary characteristics, the signals 
present major defects, e.g. such as relatively long water/ 
oil transition zones, a decrease over time in the level 
that corresponds to water, and fluctuations in the levels 
that correspond both to water and to oil. 

On analyzing the reasons why the signals are un- 
satisfactory, the inventors of the present invention have 
established a correlation with a phenomenon whereby 
the probes are fouled or dirtied by crude oil. 

An extreme case is that where the sensor becomes 
covered in a hydrocarbon film that isolates it completely 
from the surrounding fluid: under such circumstances, 
it is clear that the probe becomes completely blind. This 
phenomenon which is clearly difficult to avoid when the 
crude oil is very viscous, but can be detected, and it does 
not explain why measurements are inaccurate. 

The inventors of the present invention have shown 
that probes known in the art, when placed in an oil well, 
become covered in a film of oil whose thickness de- 
pends on a whole series of factors, in particular such as 
the speed of bubbles going past the probe, their fre- 
quency, the speed of the aqueous phase, and indeed 
the wetting properties of the probe. Depending on the 
thickness of the film, signals are observed to drift to a 
greater or lesser extent, which may be so great as to 
give rise to total absence of any signals. 

Faced with the multiplicity of such factors, and the 
fact that they are closely tied to the magnitudes which it 
is desired to measure, it has been very difficult to take 
account of the film of oil in interpreting results. Thus, a 
primary object of the inventors of the present invention 
has been to provide a local measurement probe that is 
more reliable, that is considerably less sensitive to phe- 
nomena of dirtying by crude oil, and that is also capable 
of accurately detecting the levels at which oil and water 
inflows are located. 

According to an aspect, the method thus provides 
a method of determining, in a hydrocarbon well, at least 
one local flow parameter of a multiphase fluid, the meth- 
od comprising the steps of placing in the fluid at least 
one local sensor and producing a signal whose level is 
characteristic of the phase in which said sensor is im- 
mersed, said signal being generated at a pointed tip, or 
"spike", whose radius of curvature is less than 100 mi- 
crons. Said radius of curvature is advantageously less 
than 50 microns, and is preferably close to 10 microns. 

It should be observed that all portions of the probe 
that are to be immersed in the measured phase must be 
pointed in shape. If the probe is of the transmitter/re- 
ciever type, both of its elements must be immersed si- 
multaneously in the same bubble during measurement, 
and according to the invention it includes two adjacent 
spikes that are spaced apart by a distance that is small 
relative, to the objects being measured. 

It is indeed known for such probes'to be "pointed" 



in shape, with the major preoccupation being that of pre- 
venting bubbles being deflected from their path by 
"bouncing" off a probe instead of being penetrated by 
the probe as is required for measurement purposes. 
5 Thus, probes known in the art are relatively fine, with 
sensors having a diameter that lies, for example, in the 
range of about 1 millimeter, which value can indeed be 
considered as being small compared with the assumed 
radius of bubbles in the dispersed phase, which is esti- 
io mated as being close to 5 to 6 millimeters. 

Nevertheless, that has not brought out the need for 
measurement to be performed on a spike. However, it 
has been observed that whatever the fineness of the 
sensor, if the measurement is performed on a zone that 
is is substantially plane, for example such as the end of 
an opticalprobe or a coaxial cable, then there is no way 
of avoiding the formation of a film of oil, entraining the 
drawbacks mentioned above. A probe having a local 
sensor whose diameter does not exceed 100 microns 
but whose end section is nevertheless straight, has thus 
been found to be quite unsatisfactory. In contrast, 
probes having local sensors that are highly pointed re- 
main remarkably clean and provide signals whose lev- 
els do not vary over time, and are easily interpreted, 
even when the fluid has a high content of hydrocarbons. 

This remarkable result is associated firstly with the 
fact that in the presence of brine, the smallest contact 
angle measured in oil is greater than zero: in other 
words, oil is not tangent to the solid surface but comes 
to form drops such that the brine can displace the oil, 
and secondly, in application of the Laplace-Young equa- 
tion, a reduction in the radius of curvature of the metal 
surface in contact with the drop of oil is accompanied by 
a very large increase in the pressure exerted by the oil/ 
water interface. Thus, if the measurement is performed 
on a plane surface, the pressure exerted by the water 
is zero; whereas the sharper the spike, the greater the 
efficiency of water at expelling drops of oil. 

In addition, the film of oil or water surrounding the 
sensor (depending on the phase that is present at a giv- 
en instant) thins quicker with smaller radius of curvature 
of the electrode. Very pointed local sensors thus con- 
tribute to obtaining transitions that are very short be- 
tween two phases, which factor improves measurement 
accuracy. 

Independently of being pointed, the sensor is ad- 
vantageously small relative to the size of the objects 
measured. In general, its dimensions are thus of millim- 
eter order or smaller, both in thickness (diameter at the 
base of the spike) and in length of the spike. 

In designing the tool of the invention, relatively ro- 
bust construction should be provided, well adapted to 
conditions in an oil well, and in particular account should 
be taken of the downhole pressure and temperature 
conditions, and the tool should withstand abrasion, e.g. 
due to sand entrained by the fluid. In addition, it is de- 
sirable that measurement should require neither calibra- 
tion nor prior knowledge of the phases present. 
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The signal generated at the pointed tip of the sensor 
is preferably responsive to the impedance of the fluid in 
which the sensor is immersed. In accordance with the 
invention, the magnitude detected is preferably resistiv- 
ity of the phase surrounding the local probe. Since the 
ratio between the resistivity of oil and that of salt water 
is of the order of 10 9 , the contrast between the signals 
for the two phases is very large, and in particular much 
greater than any variations in level within each of the 
phases, e.g. due to differences in salinity. Further, when 
the continuous phase is constituted by brine, as is usu- 
ally the case, the probe is immersed in an electrically 
conductive medium and there is no need for a return 
electrode in the immediate vicinity of the measurement 
electrodes, assuming that the water is used as electrical 
ground. As a result the resolution of . the probe is im- 
proved since it is easy to detect bubbles even of very 
small diameter. 

For fluids in which the continuous phase is oil, there 
is provided a pair of electrodes spaced apart by a dis- 
tance which is smaller than the size of the smallest bub- 
bles to be detected, and in practice not more than 1 mm 
apart, given that the diameter of the smallest bubbles is 
generally estimated at being close to 2 mm. 

In a preferred variant of the invention, alternating 
current is used, in particular in the range 1 kHz to 1 MHz. 
Such frequencies avoid effects associated with polari- 
zation phenomena and electrochemical reactions in the 
vicinity of the probe. In practice, a frequency lying in the 
range 100 kHz to 300 kHz has been adopted. 

Essentially to ensure a good signal/noise ratio, it is 
desirable to avoid using low voltages, e.g. less than 1 
volt. On the other hand, voltages should not be too large, 
both for safety and power consumption reasons . Cor- 
rosion problems may also appear with very high voltag- 
es. As an indication, voltages lying in the range 2 V to 
20 V are well adapted to this type of measurement. It 
should be observed that such levels are entirely com- 
patible with a battery power supply, which constitutes an 
important advantage for this type of tool. 

The probes preferably extend at 1 80° to the flow, in 
other words the spikes should point towards the bottom 
of the well, extending parallel to the axis of the well, with 
an offset of about 20° about said preferred position not 
giving rise to significant differences. This makes it pos- 
sible to minimize fouling of the parts surrounding the 
electrodes. In general, cable speed should be greater 
than or equal to bubble speed, where speeds are meas- 
ured positively in the upward direction. In addition, the 
accuracy of measurement is considerably increased if 
measurement is performed while the tool is moving 
against the flow, i.e. while the tool is being lowered. Very 
good results have been obtained at speeds of about 10 
feet per minute (3.048 meters per minute), for example, 
even though measurement accuracy is still highly satis- 
factory for speeds that are more than ten times greater. 

The number of local sensors is typically of the order 
of four or, six, and they are uniformly spaced apart an- 



gularly. In this way, it is possible to detect non-uniform 
flows, in particular stratification of various phases, as 
commonly occurs in wells that are highly deviated. 
In a first embodiment of the invention, the measure- 

s ment tool is thus mainly constituted by an elongate cy- 
lindrical body suitable for being moved inside the casing 
of the well while suspended at the end of a cable. Radi- 
ally extending arms are actuated by a motor between a 
first position where the arms are folded along the cylin- 

10 drical body and at least one deployed position. The end 
of an arm constitutes or carries an electrode. The tool 
is preferably provided with a centralizer, e.g. of conven- 
tional type. 

In a particularly preferred variant of the invention, 
is the arms include electrode carriers provided with re- 
tractable sockets such that firstly installing and replacing 
electrodes is facilitated, and secondly the pointed ends 
of the electrodes are protected when not performing 
measurement operations. - 
20 Advantageously, the arms may be constituted by 
the arms of the centralizer. In this way, the same motor 
suffices both to deploy the centralizer and to deploy the 
probes. The electrode carriers are advantageously dis- 
posed on that portion of the centralizer which is closest 
25 to the walls of the well or the casing so as to perform 
measurements in the immediate proximity of the wall, 
which is of particular use with deviated wells. 

Given the very corrosive nature of the medium, the 
electrodes are preferably made of a non-oxidizable ma- 
30 terial, in particular stainless steel, molybdenum, tung- 
sten, platinum, gold, etc., but less noble materials such 
as copper for example may also be used providing they , 
are given protective treatment, e.g. gold plating. 

The detector associated with the probe for the pur- 
35 pose of converting resistivity into a voltage signal is pref- 
erably selected so that the signal is at a maximum for 
impedances that are less than or equal to the imped- 
ance of the conductive zone of the sensor, such that the 
maximum signal from the detector is indeed obtained 
40 when the sensor is immersed in the electrically conduc- 
tive aqueous phase. As a corollary, it is generally pre- 
ferred to use sensors made of a material whose contact 
impedance is small, in particular less than 0.5 Q/cm2, 
and more preferably still less than 0.05 n/cm2. Low im- 
45 pedance serves to make the aqueous phase signal 
more constant regardless of variations in salt concen- 
tration and in temperature, and contributes to obtaining 
a shorter transition between signals representative of 
different phases. 
50 it can be shown that the contact impedance of an 
electrode is a function, in particular, of the specific con- 
tact impedance of the material constituting the meas- 
urement zone of the sensor and the reciprocal of the 
area of said measurement zone. To minimize contact 
55 impedance, it is therefore advisable to use materials 
having low specific contact impedance, such as gold, 
tungsten, or molybdenum, and to choose a shape that 
tends to maximize the area of the conductive zone of 
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the sensor. To this end, sensors having a relatively large 
base are preferred. It should be emphasized at this point 
that the term 'large base 0 is used herein to designate 
sensors which, at the base of the electrically conductive 
zone, have a diameter of 500 microns, for example, 
which sensors are to be preferred over finer sensors, e. 
g. having a diameter of about 200 microns. It is clear 
that sensors of the invention must in any case be very 
fine. Good results have been obtained with sensors hav- 
ing a terminal impedance of less than 1 ,500 ohms, and 
preferably of less than 1 ,000 ohms. 

The non-electrically conductive portion of the probe 
is preferably made of a material which is easily wetted 
by a film of oil. Plastics type materials, and in particular 
epoxy resin, are preferred over glass or ceramics type 
materials. On the same lines, insulating surfaces pre- 
senting a certain amount of roughness are preferred. 

Further advantageous characteristics and details of 
the invention appear from the following description giv- 
en with reference to the accompanying figures, in which: 

Figure 1 is a diagram showing a tool of the invention 
in an oil well; 

Figure 2 is a more detailed diagram of the tool 
shown in Figure 1 ; 

Figure 3 shows recordings illustrating the impor- 
tance of the "pointed" nature of the measurement 
electrodes and the binary structure of the resulting 
signals; 

Figure 4 comprises diagrams obtained at different 
displacement speeds of the probe and for electrode 
spikes constituted by materials of different kinds; 

Figure 5 comprises comparative diagrams of meas- 
urements obtained with the apparatus of the inven- 
tion and with conventional apparatus of the gradi- 
omanometer type; 

Figure 6 gives diagrams obtained in a deviated well, 
with an indication of the disposition of the electrodes 
relative to vertical and horizontal planes (Figure 
6B); and 

Figure 7 shows an assembly comprising a plurality 
of tools. 

Figure 1 is a diagram of a well 1 in production pass- 
ing through geological formations 2 and conveying a 
flow of a multiphase fluid comprising a mixture of water 
and oil in an emulsion in the form of drops 3 in the con- 
tinuous phase which is aqueous. The fluid reaching the 
surface is removed by a duct 4. 

The tool 5 of the invention is suspended at the end 
of a cable 6 passing over sheaves 7, 8 mounted on a 
superstructure 9 and is wound on a winch 1 0. 'A conven- 



tional detector member 11 is associated with the winch 
10 and detects marks, e.g. of magnetic type, disposed 
at regular intervals on the cable 6, thus enabling the 
depth of the tool 5 to be determined. Data acquisition 
s means are located in a surface unit 1 2. 

The tool 5 is essentially constituted by a tubular 
body 1 3, an electronics top section 1 4, and a motoriza- 
tion bottom section 15 which, via a spring 16, controls 
deployment of the arms 17 of a centralizer 18 of con- 
ventional type. The electronics section 14 includes the 
detector which is associated with the local sensors and 
which has the function of converting resistivity into a 
voltage signal. 

As can be seen more particularly in Figure 2, the 
centralizer 18 is constituted by flexible blades 19 on 
which slideways 20 are fixed in which there slide pivots 
21 on which the opening arms 17 are hinged. Electrode 
carriers (not shown in this figure) are mounted on the 
slideways and carry the sensors which are constituted 
in this case by electrodes 22 having their pointed tips or 
spikes 23 pointing towards the bottom of the well. The 
electrical conductors advantageously pass along or in 
a housing provided for this purpose in each of the arms 
17. In Figure 2, only one electrode is shown for reasons 
of clarity, but it will be understood that tools preferably 
have a plurality of electrodes disposed in symmetrical 
manner. 

With such a disposition, the electrodes extend par- 
allel to the axis of the borehole, and they are disposed 
close to the wall of the borehole or the cylindrical casing 
lining the borehole, while nevertheless being far enough 
away therefrom to avoid being responsive to edge ef- 
fects. 

Naturally the disposition shown is given purely by 
way of illustration and the invention is not limited to this 
particular embodiment. 

The electrodes comprise a main portion of electri- 
cally insulating material and a substantially conical con- 
ductive spike having a cone angle that is preferably less 
than 90° and more preferably about 45°, the tip being 
rounded, but with a small radius of curvature in accord- 
ance with the invention. The conical shape may be re- 
placed by an equivalent shape, e.g. a chamfer (a 
wedge-shaped spike), ensuring that the angle between 
faces is less than 90°, and is preferably about 45°. The 
diameter of the electrodes must be of the same order of 
magnitude as the bubbles; good results have been ob- 
tained with electrodes having a diameter of less than 
1 mm, e.g. close to 600 microns. 

It is very important to ensure that the electrically 
conductive spike is "pointed". As mentioned above, the 
radius of curvature of the spike is preferably less than 
50 microns and more preferably is about 10 microns. In 
addition, spikes that are too elongate are not preferred 
since a film of oil forms at some distance from the tip, 
such that the effective size of the sensor is reduced, giv- 
ing rise to a risk of fluctuations in the level representing 
water, since the position of the film of oil is not constant. 
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It is also important for the insulating portion of an elec- 
trode to be continuous with the electrically conductive 
portion, so as to avoid any sudden enlargement of the 
electrode with a discontinuity that would enhance oil ac- 
cumulation thereat. 

The importance of this consideration will be better 
understood in the light of Figure 3 which reproduces re- 
cordings (called "logs" in the art) obtained in a produc- 
tion well using a tool of the invention having intact 
probes (recordings 24 and 25 performed at different 
depths) and damaged probes (recordings 26 and 27 
corresponding respectively to recordings 24 and 25). 
For these recordings, and for all of those given herein 
by way of example, the voltage used was 15 volts and 
the frequency was 200 kHz. 

With an intact spike, the low level (corresponding to 
a total absence of conduction, indicating the presence 
of a bubble of oil) and the high level (conductive water 
phase) are both remarkably constant. In addition, tran- 
sitions are practically instantaneous. Measurement is 
therefore of the binary type: 0 for oil; 1 for water. The 
recording 25 obtained at another depth is very similar, 
showing that there is no drift in the high and low levels. 

For the next two recordings 26 and 27, the spikes 
of the electrodes were slightly jagged: the conductive 
spike having a height of 200 microns included a defect 
whose largest dimensions did not exceed 20 microns to 
30 microns. In spite of the very small size of said defect, 
it can be seen that it was sufficient to spread out transi- 
tion time and above all that the resulting signal could no 
longer be considered as binary because of fluctuation 
in the levels, as can be seen in particular in circles zones 
28 and 29 (in zone 28, in spite of appearances, what is 
happening is fluctuations in the level for water since oil 
can under no circumstances conduct electricity). A com- 
parison with zones 28' and 29' that correspond to the 
same measurement depths but using spikes in good 
condition is most revealing: clearly the damaged spikes 
greatly overestimate the oil content, since oil remains 
"jammed" in the jagged portion for some length of time 
that can vary randomly. The signal is not zero since the 
captured droplet is not big enough to cover all of the 
conductive portion of the electrode. 

Figures 4 and 5 show variations in oil hold-up vs. 
depth in the well, and as calculated on the basis of elec- 
trical signals such as those shown in Figure 3. The right- 
hand side is marked 1 and corresponds to pure hydro- 
carbon fluid; the lefthand edge corresponds to a purely 
aqueous fluid. The scale is indicated by specifying the 
low level reached. Since the fluid is a two-phase fluid, 
the water hold-up corresponds to the complement to 
100%. Depth is given in meters. 

Figure 4 shows another important factor, namely 
the influence of the direction in which the tool is moving. 
Diagram 30 represents recordings obtained between 
2011 m and 1935 m, on the basis of four sensors, with 
measurements being taken in a vertical well while the 
tool was moving upwards at a speed V1 of 10 feet per 



minute. All four sensors provide signals that superpose 
fairly well but that are relatively erratic. Diagram 31 cor- 
responds to the mean curve obtained from the above 
four recordings and it is very difficult to interpret. 
s in contrast, while the tool is moving against the flow 

with a downward speed V2, likewise of 10 feet per 
minute, fluctuations are much smaller, as can be seen 
by comparing diagrams 32 which has three recordings 
obtained using a sonde having three sensors and dia- 
10 gram 33 which shows the corresponding mean value. 

The difference between these results is probably 
due to the fact that in the first case bubbles have a cer- 
tain tendency to remain in contact with an electrode, and 
so they accompany the motion thereof. This phenome- 
is non is amplified herein since the upward speed of the 
tool was close to the speed of the fluid, and it could have 
been avoided by reducing the upwards speed. In any 
event, by performing measurements in a counterflow sit- 
uation, the problem is eliminated. 
20 it should be emphasized that recording 32 relates 
to signals taken from sensors formed by electrodes of 
different design with respect to the conductive material 
which was gold, tungsten, or molybdenum, depending 
on the electrode. The values calculated for the hold-ups 
25 are remarkably similar, particularly when it is observed 
that in recordings 32 and 33, one square corresponds 
to a difference of only four percentage points. The su- 
perposable nature of the three received signals shows 
that the nature of the material used is not a factor of 
30 major importance in this type of measurement, even if 
it is preferable to use a material that is simultaneously 
a very good conductor and highly resistant to corrosion 
and to abrasion. 

It should also be observed that the downwards 
35 speed of the tool can be modulated to a very large ex- 
tent. Diagram 34 in Figure 5 corresponds to five succes- 
sive recordings performed at the same depths, with the 
tool displacement speed being successively equal to 1 0, 
30, 60, 90, and 120 feet per minute (tool moving down- 
40 wards). All five curves practically coincide. Neverthe- 
less, greatest accuracy is obtained when the down- 
wards speed of the tool remains moderate, e.g. less 
than 50 feet per minute. 

Figure 5 also has diagram 35 which shows experi- 
45 mental curves obtained using a conventional tool of the 
gradiomanometer type at the same tool displacement 
speeds. The measurements are much more dispersed 
in this case, which indicates greater sensitivity of the 
gradiomanometer to differences in tool displacement 
50 speed. In general, it has been found that measurement 
accuracy is improved with a tool of the invention, partic- 
ularly when its displacement speed is moderate. It 
should also be recalled that measurements performed 
with a gradiomanometer require accurate knowledge 
55 about the density of the fluids, whereas the tool of the 
invention requires no such prior calibration. 

But above all, it is much easier to identify the levels 
of oil inflows using a tool of the invention. The peak be- 
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tween 1900 m and 1910 m is much more marked using 
the tool oHhe invention whereas it is difficult to distin- 
guish using the gradiomanometer, even if the scale is 
greatly expanded. The diagram of the invention is also 
the only one to show very clearly the existence of two 
distinct levels of oil inflow, one a little before 1 920 m and 
the other at about 1915 m. This makes it possible toper- 
form much more accurate mapping of the well, and it is 
worth re-emphasizing that this can be done without any 
prior knowledge and without using special tools for in- 
terpreting measurements. 

A particularly advantageous aspect of the tool of the 
invention is that it makes it possible to analyze flow in 
deviated wells. Figure 6 illustrates this aspect by giving 
curves that show variation as a function of depth in the 
hold-up .as obtained using a tool of the invention that 
includes six sensors, with measurements being per- 
formed in a well that is deviated by 28° relative to the 
vertical. The disposition of the sensors compared with 
the two major axes of the well is given in Figure 6B. 

In zone 36 of oil inflow, the curves are very similar 
regardless of sensor position, even though oil inflow 
takes place asymmetrically, in contrast to what happens 
in a vertical well. The flow of oil penetrating into the well 
is large enough to cause flow to be turbulent. However, 
once the tool moves away from the production zone, a 
large disparity between the various hold-ups can be ob- 
served as a function of the positions of the sensors. The 
lowest sensor, sensor No. 1 , is immersed in a phase that 
is essentially aqueous. Conversely, the highest sensor 
in the section of the well, sensor No. 4, is immersed in 
a phase that is dominated by hydrocarbon, where water 
constitutes the dispersed phase. ' 

Intermediate situations apply to the other sensors, 
with electrodes Nos. 0 and 2 having very low oil contents 
and with the oil contents being greater for sensors 3 and 
5. 

This clearly indicates a phenomenon whereby the 
various phases become stratified, oil occupying the up- 
per portion of the cross-section and water the lower por- 
tion, and with a mjxed phase at the interface. It may be 
emphasized that such a phenomenon occurs, above all, 
in deviated wells of low productivity, precisely the kind 
of well in which it is essential to obtain accurate meas- 
urements of hold-up. 

Knowledge of the volume proportions of each 
phase at various local points across the section of a well 
can be used to calculate a mean value for the hold-up 
of each phase, across the entire section of the well, ei- 
ther merely by integrating the local values across the 
entire right section of the well (as is justified for wells 
that are vertical or nearly vertical), or else by using more 
elaborate models, such as the model proposed in 
French patent No. 2 637 089. 

The tool of the invention is particularly suited to per- 
forming production tests on a well, and the low voltages 
required make it advantageous to provide electrical 
power from batteries. The tool can also be used for per- 



forming studies on wells that are already in production. 
In general, the tool is associated with other tools that 
are commonly used for evaluating the performance of 
production wells, for example a "continuous" or "full 

s hole" type spinner flowmeter, a pressure gauge, a ther- 
mometer, or a caliper. Figure 7 is a diagram of an as- 
sembly comprising a plurality of tools, and it is consti- 
tuted, from bottom to top, by a nose 40, a spinner flow- 
meter 41 , a caliper 42 having arms that act as supports 

io for the sensors 43 of the invention, a pressure gauge 44 
including a strain gauge 45, a thermometer 46 having a 
resistance that is sensitive to temperature, a detector 
47 for detecting joints in the casing, a relay 48 for se- 
lecting which tool to use, and an electronics cartridge 

15 49. The assembly is suspended from a single cable 50. 
Such an assembly constitutes a configuration that 
is particularly well adapted to performing standard 
measurements in a production well. Compared with 
conventional assemblies, its total length is reduced by 

20 omitting the gradiomanometer, the means of the inven- 
tion for measuring hold-up being housed on the caliper, 
thus achieving a saving of about 1 meter of overall 
length. 

Interpreting the recordings obtained during a single 
25 descent down the well, either sequentially or simultane- 
ously, provides a flow profile of the various fluids and 
the production characteristics of the layers. 



1. A method of producing, in a hydrocarbon well , a 
signal indicative of a local flow parameter of a mul- 
tiphase fluid, comprising the steps of placing at least 

35 one local sensor in the fluid and producing a signal 
whose level is characteristic of the phase in which 
said sensor is immersed, said signal being gener- 
ated at a spike whose radius of curvature is less 
than 100 microns. 

40 

2. A method according to claim 1 , wherein said signal 
is responsive to the impedance of the fluid in which 

( v the local sensor is immersed. 

45 3. A method according to claim 2, wherein said signal 
is representative of the resistivity of the fluid. 

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein tsaid signal 
has a frequency in the range of 1 00 kHz to 300 kHz. 

so 

5. A method according to claim 3 or 4, applied to a 
multiphase fluid having an aqueous base, wherein 
said base is used as electrical ground. 

55 6. A method according to claim 1 , wherein the sonde 
is displaced at a speed that is slower than the speed 
of the fluid, said speeds being measured positively 
in the upward direction. 
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A method according to claim 6, wherein the sonde 
is displaced against the flow of the fluid during 
measurement. 21. 

The method according to claim 1, comprising the s 
step of determining from said signal a value of the 22. 
local hold-up of each phase of the fluid. 



The method of claim 8, comprising the steps of de- 
termining values of the local hold-up at a plurality of m> 
points across the section of the well and determin- 
ing from the plurality of values thus obtained a mean 
value for the entire section of the well. 



includes a plurality of local sensors. 

Apparatus according to claim 1 3, wherein the sen- 
sor is made of tungsten. 

Apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the sur- 
face of the spike contains gold. 



23. Apparatus according to claim 1 3, wherein the im- 
pedance of the sensor is less than 1 500 ohms. 



10. The method according to claim 8 or 9, further com- 
^ prising the step of measuring the flow rate in the 
well. 



15 



11. The method according to claim 8 or claim 9, com- 
prising the step of determining from said value the 
presence of water and hydrocarbon inflow into the 
well. 



20 



12. The method according to claim 8, comprising the 
step of determining the stratified structure of the 
phases in the flow of a deviated well. 

13. Apparatus for producing, in a hydrocarbon well, a 
signal indicative of a local flow parameter of a mul- 
tiphase fluid, comprising at least one local sensor 
and means for generating a signal at a point in the 
fluid, the level of the signal being characteristic of 
the phase that surrounds said sensor, said sensor 
having a spike with a radius of curvature of less than 
1 00 microns. 



25 



30 



35 



14. Apparatus according to claim 13, wherein said ra- 
dius of curvature is less than 50 microns. 

15. Apparatus according to claim 13 or 14, wherein the 40 
diameter of said local sensor is less than 1 mm over 
the entire length of the spike. 



1 6. Apparatus according to claim 1 3, wherein the length 
of the spike is less than 1 mm. 

1 7. Apparatus according to claim 1 3, wherein said local 
sensor is responsive to the resistivity of the meas- 
ured phase. 

18. Apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the ap- 
plied voltage lies in the range 2 V to 20 V. 



45 
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19. Apparatus according to claim 17 or 18, wherein the 
frequency of the current lies in the range 100 kHz 55 
to 300 kHz. 



20. Apparatus according to claim 1 3, wherein the sonde 
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